AMENDED 

Community Development Block Grant Public Hearing Minutes 

February 3, 2009
The meeting was called to order at 2:04 p.m. in the Mayor’s Office.  Kathaleen Shaw, Director Economic Development, read the public hearing notice in accordance with the Sunshine Law of the State of New Jersey.  The public hearing was published in the Home News Tribune, and the Community Development Board Members were provided an affidavit of publication for this public hearing.  The Community Development Block Grant Public Hearing Notice was provided to the following Carteret Department for notification and posting on bulletin boards:  Municipal Court, Library, Borough Hall, Health, Parks, Volunteer Fire Department, Police Department, Office on Aging, Carteret Housing Authority, Kiddie Keep Well Program, Sr. Citizens Club, Office Emergency Management, Carteret First Aid.  .   

Roll call of the Community Development Board Members: 

Present and in attendance: Mayor Daniel J. Reiman, Joseph Caliguari, Kathaleen R. Shaw, Director of Economic Development, Frank Wall, Carmela Pogorzelski. 
Absent were William Nix (medical appointment), Denise San Flippo (work conflict), Angelo Golino, and Councilman Randy Krum.
Reorganization of the 2009 Community Development Board members was offered by a motion by Mayor Daniel Reiman to nominate:  Frank Wall, as Chairman, the motion was second by Joseph Caliguari; a second motion to nominate Joseph Caliguari as Vice Chair, second by Kathaleen Shaw , a third motion to nominate Kathaleen Shaw as Treasurer, by Mayor Daniel Reiman.  There being no additional nominates for each position, the nominations were closed.  The Board unanimously approved the complete slate of officers for the 2009 Community Development Board.         

The minutes of the February 15, 2008 CDBG Meeting were reviewed.  Approval of the 2008 minutes was offered by Frank Wall, second by Joseph Caliguari with unanimously approval of the minutes as submitted.

The remaining CDBG project balances were reviewed.  Kathaleen Shaw informed the Board that the program allocation for 2009 tentatively remains the same as last year’s amount $101,700, which was presented at the February 7, 2009 HCD Committee Meeting in New Brunswick.  The CDBG project balances for previous program years were reviewed.  According to the February 3, 2009 project balance report a total of $3,047 remains unencumbered in the Carteret programs.  Kathaleen Shaw reports that the as of February 7, 2009 the project balance for the capital construction project the Carteret park Basketball/Tennis Improvements is $45,700, which has been encumbered and the project will be started in March 2009.  The Community Development office has encumbered, paid and finalized reimbursements from the county that bring the outstanding project balances for the years 2007 and 2008.  The Sr. Sidewalk ADA Programs were completed and over 120 participates were assisted with two grant funded sidewalk pads in the sidewalk right-a-way areas.  Program funds were used from 2006, 2007 and 2008 and completion was challenging with complications from the weather.
2009 CDBG Grant funding is down significantly due to the shortfall in County Rehab Loan Returns.  The funding has gone down each of the last five years and now deficient in $375,000 in rehab loans that were not returned.    Special Counsel has been retained to obtain the returned funding to the County from the Rehab Loans that have eluded the system.  The County has exhausted other funds; therefore we are going to have to pay for each grant year from its own funding.  There is no 2009 discretionary funding for non-profit projects.  This is an unfortunate situation, as many of these non-profits aid our municipal challenges to serve our communities.   The municipal CDBG projects are encouraged to be capital in nature, as there are no other non-profit projects to factor into the County’s program.  The balance between the capital and services projects is weighing entirely on the municipal projects for 2009.  HUD Guidelines must be met.  The County has advised not to plan on getting any additional discretionary money for municipal projects.

New Business included the proposed 2009 projects and anticipated funding limit of $101,700, the same allocation as 2008.  The projects proposed include the following:
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	Using Agency 
	Project
	Amount
	

	Carteret Community Dev 
	Carteret Small Business Start-Up Grant Program – Women/Minority 
	15,700
	Capital 

	Carteret Community Dev.
	Youth Police Academy
	7,000
	Service

	
	
	
	

	Carteret Community Dev 
	Senior Outreach
	7,000
	Capital

	
	
	
	

	Carteret Recreation & Parks
	Carteret Park Basketball/Tennis Courts Rehab
	21.000
	Capital

	
	
	
	

	Kiddie Keep Well Camp
	Camp for Disadvantaged
	1,000
	Capital

	
	
	
	

	Carteret Community Dev 
	Health & Wellness Center Construction
	50,000
	Capital

	
	
	101,700
	


The Board opened the meeting for public discussion at 2:17 p.m. by a motion from Frank Wall, and a second to the motion by Joseph Caliguari.  No one was present from the public.  The public session was closed by a motion from Frank Wall and Joseph Caliguari.
A motion to approve the proposed 2009 Carteret CDBG Projects was offered by Joseph Caliguari, second 

Mayor Reiman.  A roll call vote was taken with all in favor to approve the 2009 projects.  There was no further discussion.  A motion to adjourn the meeting was offered by Mayor Reiman, second by Joseph Caliguari, with all in favor.  The meeting was adjourned at
 2:30 p.m.   


There was discussion regarding the availability of project funding to assist Carteret homeowners with housing issues by Joseph Caliguari.  Joseph has been involved in the CDBG process for thirty years.  Joseph emphasized the importance of the availability of emergency funding.  Kathaleen Shaw provided an overview of the local resources.  Carteret CD Reserves are funded by loans that have deed changes prior to the expiration (forgiveness) of the lien or upon sale of the property.  Chrome NPP Program provides program funding matched by RCA funding for that designated neighborhood.  Carteret has RCA, NPP CD Rehab loans that are repaid and returned to their respective accounts.  CD and NPP Rehab loans can be reauthorized for new housing improvement projects.
Submitted by K. Shaw 2/27/2009
Amendment Supplemental Meeting Notes

In light of the February 25, 2009 Letter to Municipal and County Representative on the HCD Committee from John A. Sully, Executive Director, non-profit discretionary applications will be accepted in light of the supplementary CDBG funds from the Stimulus bill.  HUD is treating these amendments ($523,531) as an amendment to our present program year, and wants them out as soon as possible.
Therefore, discretionary project/non-profits project submissions will be accepted without as stringent a timetable as we usually require of discretionary recipients, since they will not count against HUD’s regular CDBG timeliness requirements.  CDBG Members were notified in writing and by mail of this new development and that the Borough will be submitting a discretionary construction project for the Community Basketball & Tennis Courts.  As this project has the full support of the CDBG Committee, request for funding will enable this project to be completed to serve the community in Carteret Park.    
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